 PETITION 
TO: Secretary of the Navy, Department of Defense of the United States of America, Honorable Ray Mabus; 

WHEREAS: At 03:15 hours on June 3, 1969 the USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) while on an allied Naval operations during the Vietnam War, collided with the Australian aircraft carrier, HMAS MELBOURNE, off the coast of Vietnam; 

WHEREAS: The collision severed the ship into two sections with the forward section sinking in less than three minutes taking the lives of 74 American sailors; 

WHEREAS: Members of the United States Armed Forces who died during the Vietnam War have been memorialized by placing their names on the Vietnam War Memorial Wall in Washington D.C. so long as they died within the war zone; 

WHEREAS: The USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) was providing artillery fire support to combat forces in Vietnam shortly before the collision and was ordered to participate in an allied Naval show of force called “Operation Sea Spirit”, however, the Department of Defense determined that the accident occurred outside the war zone and denied placing the names of the lost 74 sailors on the Vietnam War Memorial Wall; 

WHEREAS: Since the exact location of the Vietnam war zone was ill defined and changed from time to time, the exclusion of the names of the lost 74 sailors on the Vietnam War Memorial Wall has resulted in a great injustice to the memory of the deceased, their families, the survivors of the accident, Naval personnel and friends; 

WHEREAS: Other members of the United States Armed Forces who died as a result of accidents outside of the Vietnam War zone have had their names placed on the Vietnam War Memorial Wall; specifically President Ronald Reagan issued an executive order that 69 U.S. Marines be memorialized on the Wall after being killed in an aircraft crash shortly after takeoff from the Hong Kong, China airport while returning to Vietnam from rest and relaxation leave; 

THEREFORE: We, the undersigned members of the FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) Association, survivors of the accident, shipmates, family members of the deceased 74, friends and concerned persons, respectfully petition the Secretary of the Navy, of the United States of America, The Honorable Ray Mabus, to make a recommendation to the President of the United States of America, Barack H. Obama, to issue an executive order placing the names of the lost 74 sailors of the FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) who died on June 3, 1969 on the Wall of the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington D.C.
A copy of the resolution can be seen at web sites: www.ussfrankeevansassociationdd754.org. 

Any individual or service organization, such as Kiwanis, Rotary and other like societies, wishing to show their support for inscribing the Evan’s 74 names on the Wall can do so by contacting Kristina Griffin at email address: Kristina.griffin@mail.house.gov where the messages will be coordinated and sent on to the office of Congressman Adam Schiff.  Already, there are over 5000 individuals, as well as the American Legion and VFW members, who have indicated their support and willingness, “to do whatever is needed to bring this just cause to a successful close.” 
